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A Little More about Tanzania, OCMC, and the Orthodox Church in Western Tanzania

We’ll be in Tanzania...
 Tanzania is an East African country with over 43 million people in 
an area of 945,203 square kilometres, a little larger than British Columbia. 
A diverse country with more than 120 distinct ethnic groups and languages, 
Tanzania has about an equal number of Muslims and Christians, along with 
many people who practice African traditional religions. Tanzanians find a 
common identity in the Swahili language and in their long history as a 
people of peace and tranquility. Coastal regions including the Zanzibar 
Islands have had a strong Arabic influence for centuries and more recently, 
German and British colonialism has influenced the entire country. More 
than 75% of Tanzanians are rural farmers, but the cities are growing 
rapidly. Nearly half the country’s population is under the age of fifteen.

We’re OCMC Missionaries...
 The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central 
America has given the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) the task of 
undertaking overseas missionary work on behalf of the North American Church. As 
long-term OCMC Missionaries, we represent the unity of North American 
Orthodox Christianity.

Serving the Orthodox Church in Tanzania, Holy Archdiocese of Mwanza...
 In Western Tanzania, forty Orthodox Christian clergy serve 40,000 faithful in 

more than 170 congregations, mostly in the northwest near the town of Bukoba. Under the guidance of His 
Eminence Metropolitan Jeronymos, the Church is engaged in discipleship 
among Orthodox Christian faithful, with an emphasis on youth and in 
carrying the good news of the Resurrection of Christ to all peoples. This is 

a time of growth and opportunity as the 
Archbishop’s seat has relocated to the city of 
Mwanza, where the Church is poised  to reach out 
to an area the size of California with around 
eighteen million people.
 
 There are also two long-term OCMC 
Missionaries, Felice Stewart and Maria Roeber, serving 
as registered nurses in Bukoba town. We anticipate at 
least one new long-term OCMC Missionary in 2013.  From our home in Mwanza city, 
the two of us will work closely with fellow OCMC Missionaries in service to the Holy 
Archdiocese of Mwanza and Western Tanzania.
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